
 

 

 
Notice of meeting and agenda 
 
 

Transport and Environment Committee 
 
10.00am, Thursday, 17th August, 2023 

 
Dean of Guild Court Room - City Chambers 

 

This is a public meeting and members of the public are welcome to attend or watch the 
webcast live on the Council’s website. 

The law allows the Council to consider some issues in private. Any items under “Private 
Business” will not be published, although the decisions will be recorded in the minute. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Contacts 

Email:  rachel.gentleman@edinburgh.gov.uk / carolanne.eyre@edinburgh.gov.uk 
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1. Order of Business 
 
1.1   Including any notices of motion and any other items of business 

submitted as urgent for consideration at the meeting. 
 

2. Declaration of Interests 
 
2.1   Members should declare any financial and non-financial interests 

they have in the items of business for consideration, identifying 
the relevant agenda item and the nature of their interest. 

 

3. Deputations 
 
3.1   If any.  

4. Minutes 
 
4.1   Minute of the Transport and Environment Committee of 15 June 

2023 – submitted for approval as a correct record 
11 - 36 

5. Forward Planning 
 
5.1   Transport and Environment Committee Work Programme 37 - 46 
 
5.2   Transport and Environment Committee Rolling Actions Log 47 - 102 

6. Business Bulletin 
 
6.1   Transport and Environment Business Bulletin 103 - 122 

7. Executive Decisions 
 
7.1   Petition for Consideration: Petition to the CEC Transport and 

Environment Committee regarding East London Street – Report 
by the Executive Director of Corporate Services 

123 - 128 

 
7.2   Petition for Consideration:  Petition to the CEC Transport and 

Environment Committee - Public Toilets – Report by the 
Executive Director of Corporate Services 

129 - 132 
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7.3   Response to motion by Councillor McFarlane – Tollcross Clock – 
Report by the Executive Director of Place 

133 - 136 

8. Routine Decisions 
 
8.1   Response to motion by Councillor Macinnes - Travelling Safely – 

Braid Road and Comiston Road – Report by the Executive 
Director of Place 

137 - 154 

 
8.2   Response to motion by Councillor Bandel – Mobility Analysis – 

Report by the Executive Director of Place 
155 - 162 

 
8.3   Response to motion by Councillor Cowdy – Better Buses for 

Ratho – Report by the Executive Director of Place 
163 - 168 

 
8.4   Circular Economy (Scotland) Bill - Draft Consultation Response – 

Report by the Executive Director of Place 
169 - 182 

9. Motions 
 
9.1   Motion by Councillor Lang - Reducing the Impact of Utility Works 

“Committee: 

1.    Notes the ongoing concern within local communities over 
the impact of significant utility works, which can often result 
in footway closures, full or partial carriageway closures, 
temporary traffic lights, and other changes. 

2.    Recognises the importance and legal right of utility 
companies to repair and upgrade their infrastructure but 
notes the limited powers of local authorities in Scotland to 
minimise the disruptive consequences of such works and 
ensure works are completed as quickly as possible. 

3.    Notes that some local councils in other parts of the UK are 
now using a 'per day' charge on utility companies for road 
and footway occupations in a bid to incentivise the timely 
completion of works. 

4.    Agrees that officers should explore all avenues with 
Transport Scotland and the Scottish Government, either to 
maximise the use of existing legal powers or to seek 
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additional powers like those now used elsewhere, to 
ensure Edinburgh and other councils have the broadest 
range of mechanisms to reduce the impact of utility works. 

5.    Agrees that the outcome of this work should be reported 
back to committee through the business bulletin.” 

 
9.2   Motion by Councillor O'Neill - Reinforcing the Equal Pavements 

Pledge 

1.    “Notes motions from Councillor Claire Miller, ‘Equal 
Pavements Pledge’ which passed during Full Council on 
23rd September 2021, motion by Councillor Derek Howie 
on ‘Street Furniture’ which passed during Full Council on 
25th November 2021, and motion by Councillor Lesley 
Macinnes, ‘Accessibility Commission’ which passed during 
Full Council on 30th June 2022. 

2.    Understands that by passing these motions the Council 
agreed to support Transport For All’s pledge, meetings 
were requested with the Edinburgh Access Panel, and a 
report was requested looking at the impact of street 
furniture on ‘blind and visually impaired people, the wider 
disabled community and parents with buggies […] and how 
this should be aligned with [Cllr. Miller’s] motion.’ 

3.    Further notes questions to Full Council on 4th May 2023 
from Councillor Kayleigh O’Neill where reassurance was 
given regarding strategic context, A-boards, bin 
scheduling, dropped crossings and engagement with 
Disabled People’s Organisations (DPOs). 

4.    Regrets that the majority of these pledges are not being 
met and reliable accessibility has deteriorated in recent 
years despite multiple updates to local and national 
guidance. This has led to complaints, injuries, 
discrimination, isolation and, as recent reports have found, 
insurance claims costing the city over £80,000 since 2018. 

5.    Agrees that more work is needed to address access 
considerations – i.e. surfacing, gradients, barrier-free 
access, continuity, directions, and crossings – in future 
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guidance reviews and all work streams. 

6.    Reaffirms the Committee’s support for the Equal 
Pavements Pledge and informs the Accessible Streets 
Roundtable Discussion Forum of this, requesting it 
consider including the Pledge in its draft terms of reference 
and the following points as part of its discussions on an 
Accessibility Commission: 

a) How we will continue to ‘Listen, and act’ off the back 
of engagement with disabled people, across 
impairment groups, who have been significantly 
erased from the conversation, and look at how our 
engagement processes themselves are often 
barriers to disabled people. 

b) How we will work with Planning and Licensing 
colleagues to ‘Keep it Clear’ and maintain a 
minimum of 1.5m clearance on all pavements, 
especially during high-footfall seasons (August and 
December), with detail on the different street types. 

c) How we will ‘Cut the clutter’ and operate a zero-
tolerance approach to street clutter, especially 
during high-footfall seasons, with detail on the 
different street types. 

d) How we will ‘Mind the trash’, reducing the issue of 
bags of rubbish being left on pavements, especially 
during high-footfall seasons. 

e) How we will address the issue of improper and 
missing dropped kerbs across the city, with 
reference to short term solutions for problematic 
areas, and longer-term plans on how we ‘Drop the 
kerbs’ and audit our street space for further 
accessibility concerns. 

f) How we will ‘Protect Blue Badge Bays’ and ensure 
residents or visitors that require accessible parking 
have full information on where they can park and 
drive in the city. 

g) Finally, how the Council will continue to ‘Work with 
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disabled experts’, acknowledging that disabled 
people’s lived experience and the integration of the 
Social Model of Disability is the answer to delivering 
all future street space schemes with accessibility at 
the core.” 

 
9.3   Motion by Councillor Bandel - Staff Resourcing for the City 

Mobility Plan 

1. “Notes that workload across the Transport service area 
has been increasing which necessitated the change from 
8-weekly to 4-weekly Transport and Environment 
Committee meetings agreed at the City of Edinburgh 
Council meeting in December 2023. 

2. Notes with concern that these increased demands on 
officer time have not been matched by a proportionate 
investment in staffing. Further notes repeated warnings by 
officers that several key teams are under extreme pressure 
and lacking the staff capacity to deliver projects to agreed 
timescales. 

3. Regrets that these pressures are causing delays in the 
delivery of the City Mobility Plan and other key areas of 
work that are crucial to meeting the Council’s car km 
reduction targets and achieving its climate target of Net 
Zero by 2030. 

4. Further regrets the unacceptable negative impact on staff 
wellbeing the lack of resourcing has been causing. 

5. Requests officers to provide all political groups with 
information detailing the investment in staffing needed to 
deliver the City Mobility Plan 2021-2030 on time for 
consideration as part of the Council’s 2024/25 budget 
setting process by October. This should include 
information about how roles should be prioritised for 
investment / recruitment, taking into account the 
sustainable transport hierarchy.” 

 

 

Deputations 
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Nick Smith 
Service Director, Legal and Assurance 

 

Committee Members 

Councillor Scott Arthur (Convener), Councillor Danny Aston, Councillor Jule Bandel, 
Councillor Christopher Cowdy, Councillor Sanne Dijkstra-Downie, Councillor Stuart 
Dobbin, Councillor Katrina Faccenda, Councillor Kevin Lang, Councillor Finlay 
McFarlane, Councillor Marie-Clair Munro and Councillor Kayleigh O'Neill 

Information about the Transport and Environment Committee 

The Transport and Environment Committee consists of 11 Councillors and is appointed 
by the City of Edinburgh Council.  

This meeting of the Transport and Environment Committee is being held in the City 
Chambers, High Street, Edinburgh and virtually by Microsoft Teams.  

Further information 

If you have any questions about the agenda or meeting arrangements, please contact 
Rachel Gentleman, Committee Services, City of Edinburgh Council, Business Centre 
2.1, Waverley Court, 4 East Market Street, Edinburgh EH8 8BG, email 
rachel.gentleman@edinburgh.gov.uk / carolanne.eyre@edinburgh.gov.uk. 

A copy of the agenda and papers for this meeting will be available for inspection prior to 
the meeting at the main reception office, City Chambers, High Street, Edinburgh. 

The agenda, minutes and public reports for this meeting and all the main Council 
committees can be viewed online by going to the Council’s online Committee Library. 

Live and archived webcasts for this meeting and all main Council committees can be 
viewed online by going to the Council’s Webcast Portal. 

Webcasting of Council meetings 

Please note this meeting may be filmed for live and subsequent broadcast via the 
Council’s internet site – at the start of the meeting the Convener will confirm if all or part 
of the meeting is being filmed. 

The Council is a Data Controller under current Data Protection legislation.  We 
broadcast Council meetings to fulfil our public task obligation to enable members of the 
public to observe the democratic process.  Data collected during this webcast will be 
retained in accordance with the Council’s published policy including, but not limited to, 

https://democracy.edinburgh.gov.uk/ieDocHome.aspx?bcr=1
https://edinburgh.public-i.tv/core/portal/home
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for the purpose of keeping historical records and making those records available via the 
Council’s internet site. 

Generally the public seating areas will not be filmed. However, by entering the Council 
Chamber and using the public seating area, individuals may be filmed and images and 
sound recordings captured of them will be used and stored for web casting and training 
purposes and for the purpose of keeping historical records and making those records 
available to the public.  

Any information presented by individuals to the Council at a meeting, in a deputation or 
otherwise, in addition to forming part of a webcast that will be held as a historical 
record, will also be held and used by the Council in connection with the relevant matter 
until that matter is decided or otherwise resolved (including any potential appeals and 
other connected processes).  Thereafter, that information will continue to be held as 
part of the historical record in accordance with the paragraphs above. 

If you have any queries regarding this, and, in particular, if you believe that use and/or 
storage of any particular information would cause, or be likely to cause, substantial 
damage or distress to any individual, please contact Committee Services 
(committee.services@edinburgh.gov.uk). 
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